
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:  SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
From:  Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent 
 
Re:  Friday Afternoon Message 
 
Date:  May 1, 2020 
 
NEW INFORMATION 
 

1. We’ve noticed a mild decrease in students’ submission of schoolwork since 
Governor  Pritzker’s April 17th announcement that schools would be closed for 
the remainder of the year.  We understand—it seems like there’s no point in 
continuing.  However, one of the best things we can do for kids in times of crisis 
is keep as close as possible to their normal routines.  Schooling is important, and 
one of the best things that you can instill in your children is the value of their 
education.  Focus on the things that are within your control, and avoid worrying 
about things that, for now, you can’t do anything about.  I understand—I have to 
do the same thing. 
 
If paperwork is bogging you down, take a pause and have your kids read a book, 
go fishing, mow the yard, or clean up their rooms.  Then, set a small goal for them 
to finish a little chunk of their schoolwork.  It will make a difference, especially 
as they go into the next grade level next school year.  Keeping kids engaged in 
learning activities is a key to them making academic progress and “growing” their 
mind. 
 

REMINDERS 
 

• If you haven’t already done so, now would be a really good time to check-in with 
your child(ren) about their submission of remote learning schoolwork to their 
teachers.  If your student(s) are a little behind, now is the time to catch-up before 
we get to the scheduled end of the year. 

 



• Please be watching for end-of-school-year procedures (e.g. retrieval of students’ 
belongings, book return to libraries, etc.) over the next three (3) weeks in 
building-level communications. 

 
• SV196 will continue to provide food distribution for students through and 

including Thursday, May 21, 2020, the last scheduled day for student 
“attendance” for the 2019-2020 school year.  Watch for more information soon 
about the regular community summer food distribution program. 

 
• As of this writing, all district extracurricular activities (including athletics) are 

suspended until further notice (including summer activities). 
 

• The following previously-scheduled end-of-year activities are postponed until 
further notice: 
 

o SVHS Graduation/Baccalaureate 
o SVHS Prom 
o SVJHS Graduation 
o SVHS Awards Banquet 
o SVJHS Awards Program 

 
• The start of the 2020-2021 school year has been set (subject to state public health 

requirements).  The first day of student attendance will be August 18, 2020. 
 

• If your child needs hard copies of teacher-assigned learning activities, those are 
available at the food distribution sites on Wednesdays of each week from 10:30 
AM until 11:15 AM.  If you have not already selected your preferred site, please 
contact the school office ASAP. 

 
• The following table provides an estimate of what remote-learning times are 

reasonable for kids, based on age/grade level: 
Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended 

Length of 
Sustained 
Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 
K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes 
3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes 
6-8 Class: 15 min/day 

Total:  90 min/day 
Class: 30 min/day 
Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

9-12 Class: 20 min/day 
Total: 120 min/day 

Class: 45 min/day 
Total: 270 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

Source: Illinois State Board of Education Remote Learning Recommendations 


